We report an unusual case of a foreign body in the hand, following a type of injury commonly encountered in the accident and emergency (A&E) department.
CASE REPORT
A 14-year-old boy presented to the A&E department with an injury to the right hand after he had punched someone in the face. There was swelling, tenderness and a small puncture wound on the dorsum of the metacarpophalangeal joint of the little finger. Radiographs of the hand showed fracture of the neck of the metacarpal of the little finger (Fig. 1) . The inspection and palpation of the discharging wound revealed a small white mass, visible and palpable through the healed skin. Review of the original radiographs revealed a small triangular opacity (2 x 2 x 3 mm) of low density, superimposed on the epiphysis at the base of the proximal phalanx (Fig.  2) . No bone defect was evident to indicate the precise origin of the fragment.
The wound was explored and a piece of bone was removed (Figs 3 and 4) 
